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Two-Word Sentences 
 
What do you notice about the following poem?   
 
White 
 
Snow falls. 
Noises cease.   
Twigs shiver. 
Drifts grow. 
Color fades. 
Shapes disappear. 
Light lingers. 
Winter arrives. 
 
 
A noun (p) names a person, place, thing or idea.  
A verb (n) describes an action or state of being.   
 
In your writers' notebook, write your own poem of two-word sentences describing the painting 
below.  Create sentences with vivid nouns and verbs in this pattern: pn.  Remember, every 
sentence begins with a capital letter and ends with a period. 
 

 
 
Seven Sisters (2014) Evgeny Lushpin 



Lindsay	Maddox	Ellis,	2016	 2	

Two-Word Sentences 
 
What do you notice about the following poem?   
Morning 
 
Keys turn. 
Lights flicker. 
Mops swish. 
Shopkeepers yawn. 
Cars arrive. 
Carts roll. 
Stores open.   
 
 
1. Symbolize the body of the poem above, using the symbols for noun (p) and verb (n). 
Remember, a noun (p) names a person, place, thing or idea.  
A verb (n) describes an action or state of being.   
 
2. Study this image.  In your writers' notebook, write your own descriptive poem that is a list of two-
word sentences.  A sentence needs a subject (noun or pronoun that stands for a noun), a verb, and a 
period at the end. 
 

 
“Jour de Fête" at the Grand Palais, 2009. Photo © Collection Grand Palais, Cosimo Mirco 
Magliocca and © Collection Grand Palais, Cosimo Mirco Magliocca2009-12-17 
https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/beta/u/0/asset/_/wQHUWs7l-tzJQA 
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Four-Word Sentences 
 
What do you notice about the following poem?   
Happy Birthday 
 
A hot oven bakes. 
A sweet cake rises. 
The delicious smells drift. 
A happy father sings. 
The sharp scissors cut. 
The sticky tape fastens. 
The colorful paper conceals.   
A wrapped present waits. 
 
1. Symbolize the body of the poem above, using the symbols for noun (p), verb (n), article (p), 
and adjective (p). 
Remember, a noun (p) names a person, place, thing or idea.  
A verb (n) describes an action or state of being.   
The English language has three articles (p), "a," "an," and "the." 
An adjective (p) describes a noun or pronoun. 
  
2. Study this image.  In your writers' notebook, write your own descriptive poem out of four-word 
sentences with the p p p n structure.  A sentence needs a subject (usually a noun), a verb, and a 
period at the end. 
 

 
 
"New Kids in the Neighborhood (Negro in the Suburb)" 
Norman Rockwell (1894-1978)1967 
https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/beta/u/0/asset/new-kids-in-the-neighborhood-negro-
in-the-suburb/VgHfa_a2WaOAuA 
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Direct Objects 
 
What do you notice about the following poem?   
Going Camping 
 
Our mother packs the food. 
 
Our father folds the tent. 
 
My brother brings his toys.  
Our father gets the laundry. 
My brother chooses his shirts. 
Our mother remembers the 
underwear. 
My family packs its suitcases. 
Our father remembers our 
toothbrushes. 
My family begins its trip! 
 
 
1. Symbolize the first two lines of the poem above, using the symbols for noun (p), verb (n), 
article (p), and adjective (p).  Remember, a noun (p) names a person, place, thing or idea.  
A verb (n) describes an action or state of being.  The English language has three articles (p), "a," 
"an," and "the."  An adjective (p) describes a noun or pronoun.  (In the above poem, possessive 
adjectives are used to describe nouns that belong to someone: my, your, her, his, its, their, and our.)  
While a noun (p) in the subject is acting, the noun (p) after the verb, which is being acted upon, 
is called the direct object.  
 
3. Study the image below.  In your writers' notebook, write your own descriptive poem out of five-
word sentences with the p p n p p structure.  A sentence needs a subject (usually a noun), a 
verb, and a period at the end.  In this poem, add a direct object after the active verb.   
 

 
Scouting With Daniel Boone.  Norman Rockwell 1914 
https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/beta/u/0/asset/scouting-with-daniel-
boone/mAHFevBi29XIJQ 

Prepositions 
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What do you notice about the following poem?   
The playground 
 
Under the tree, teachers sit. 
 
On the swings, children fly.  
 
With a ball, teams play.   
 
Across the field, feet run.   
Down the slide, boys race. 
Up the ladder, legs climb. 
In a rhythm, kids skip. 
Over the concrete, they sing 
After a morning, students relax. 
 
1. Symbolize the first four lines of the poem above, using the symbols for noun (p), verb (n), 
article (p), and preposition (  ). 
Remember, a noun (p) names a person, place, thing or idea.  
A verb (n) describes an action or state of being.   
The English language has three articles (p), "a," "an," and "the." 
A preposition can describe where the people or things are in relation to each other.    
  
2. Study the image below.  In your writers' notebook, write your own descriptive poem out of five-
word sentences with the  p p , p n structure.  Every sentence needs a subject (noun or 
pronoun that stands for a noun), a verb, and a period at the end. 
 
Here are some commonly used prepositions: aboard, about, along, among, around, at, before, 
behind, below, beneath, beside between, beyond, by, down, during, for, from, in, inside, into, like, 
near, of, off, on, over, through, under, up, with, within, without.	



Lindsay	Maddox	Ellis,	2016	 6	

Prepositions 
 
What do you notice about the following poem?   
The playground 
 
The band plays on the stage.   
 
The audience listens in their seats. 
  
A rat enters below the curtain. 
 
A man jumps to his feet. 
A woman screams above the music.   
The crowd turns toward the noise. 
The rat runs up the aisle. 
An usher races to the door.   
 
1. Symbolize the first four lines of the poem above, using the symbols for noun (p), verb (n), 
article (p), and preposition (    ). 
Remember, a noun (p) names a person, place, thing or idea.  
A verb (n) describes an action or state of being.   
The English language has three articles (p), "a," "an," and "the." 
A preposition (  ) can describe where or how the people or things are acting in relation to each 
other.     
 
Remember, every sentence begins with a capital letter and ends with a period.  Notice that there is 
NO comma after the Noun-Verb main clause of the sentence. 
 
2. Study the painting. In your writers' notebook, write your own descriptive poem out of five-word 
sentences with the p p n p p structure.  Every sentence needs a subject (usually a noun), a 
verb, and a period at the end. 
 
Hint: Here are some commonly used prepositions: aboard, about, along, among, around, at, before, 
behind, below, beneath, beside between, beyond, by, down, during, for, from, in, inside, into, like, 
near, of, off, on, over, through, under, up, with, within, without.			
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Conjunctions 
 
What do you notice about the following poem?   
Metamorphosis 
 
The caterpillar eats, so it grows.   
 
It climbs, and a twig bends. 
 
Leaves disappear, but the caterpillar 
blossoms.   
 
It lumbers, and it rests. 
 
The caterpillar pauses, for hibernation 
beckons.     
 
1. Symbolize the first four lines of the poem above, using the symbols for noun (p), verb (n), 
article (p), and conjunction ( ➡   ). 
Remember, a noun (p) names a person, place, thing or idea.  
A verb (n) describes an action or state of being.   
The English language has three articles (p), "a," "an," and "the." 
A conjunction (  ➡) connects words or groups of words.   
    
2. Study the image.  In your writers' notebook, write your own descriptive poem out of five to 
seven-word sentences with the p p n ➡p p n structure.  Articles may or may not be necessary.  
Every sentence needs a subject (noun or pronoun that stands for a noun), a verb, and a period at the 
end. 
Hint: The seven coordinating conjunctions spell the acronym FANBOYS:  
for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so.			
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Heavy Load – 6A District Ghana 
http://artgallery.gvsu.edu/index.php/Detail/objects/7150 
Waves crash. 
Boat bobs. 
Oars sway. 
Men guide. 
Ship glides. 
Rocks threaten. 
  
Fetching Water 
http://artgallery.gvsu.edu/index.php/Detail/objects/7151 
Behind her back, the baby leans. 
Over her shoulder, the mother looks. 
Across her face, a smile widens. 
Beside the well, women wait. 
Into the hole, the bucket descends. 
Below the ground, water awaits. 
  
Automotive Exterior 
Diego Rivera, Detroit Industry Murals Production 
http://artgallery.gvsu.edu/index.php/Detail/objects/14383 
Men drill, and screws tighten. 
Muscles strain, but men persist. 
Wheels turn, so belts advance. 
Industry hums, for consumers desire. 
  
Making Music 
Deb Hoover 
http://artgallery.gvsu.edu/index.php/Detail/objects/3367 
 A man raises a trumpet in the dark. 
One note hits the ceiling of the club. 
The saxophone takes the melody from the bottom. 
His fingers pull our desire into pitch. 
The horn blows the volume through the window. 
The night laughs our anxieties across the highway. 
The ocean beats the rhythm below the pier. 
This piano commands our attention to the stage.  
 
The Genesis 
Joshua Paul Kulchar 
http://artgallery.gvsu.edu/index.php/Detail/objects/10908 
Inside the glass jar, one stem breathes because holes permit oxygen; meanwhile, the soil erodes 
under two trees. 
(Prepositional phrase, independent clause + subordinate clause; conjunctive adverb, independent 
clause + prepositional phrase.)   
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Jazz Festival 
 http://artgallery.gvsu.edu/index.php/Detail/objects/3370 
 
  


